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The Open Ukraine Foundation is an international foundation, established in July 2007,
at the initiative of Arseniy Yatsenyuk and Zbigniew Dzhymala for strengthening and
development of Ukraine’s reputation in the world.

OUR TASKS:
« Improving international reputation of Ukraine and increasing its promotion abroad.
« Promoting international cooperation with Ukraine and public diplomacy.

OUR PROGRAMS:
« Internatioanl Dialogue
« Cultural Horizons
« Young Leaders
« Open Yourself
« Other Charity

OUR MOTTO - OPEN UKRAINE FOR YOURSELF AND FOR THE WORLD

OPEN UKRAINE FOR YOURSELF

« In Ukraine, we are working with a young generation of artists, scholars, and com-
munity leaders who seek to implement social changes in different regions.

« Ukrainian youth have great potential and we are trying tostrengthen it.

OPEN UKRAINE FOR THE WORLD

« We see Ukraine as a potential regional leader in security. The Annual Kyiv Security
Forum is a powerful platform for international cooperation and for development of
public diplomacy of Ukraine.

« We support contemporary art initiatives and present them to the Ukrainian and in-
ternational communities. The Open Ukraine Foundation promotes information distri-
bution about the best examples of modern visual arts and literature from Ukraine
within the European cultural space
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Dear friends, colleagues, and partners,

The year 2015 was the first year of profound change and transformation in Ukraine.

Primarily, the national government exerted every possible effort to stabilize the economic situation.
With national debt totaling $73 billion, we were facing possible economic collapse, which could have
led to unpredictable and uncontrollable consequences. The emergency measures taken by the
government team is stopping the threat, preventing default, restoring economic health, restructuring
foreign debt, gaining international financial support, and observing signs of growth and recovery for
the first time within two years.

We have given an armed response to Russia, continued the international legal persecution of the aggressor,
and for the first time in history could free ourselves from energy supply dependence on the Kremlin.

We have created a new army and a new police force. Large-scale reductions and lustration of top state
officials were carried out in the country and a revolution within the civil service was launched as a new
progressive law conforming the system to European standards was passed.

Deregulation of the economy, which will improve the business environment and simplify administrative
services relating to every citizen, was one of those significant results of the measures taken, and was one
which | personally appreciate. The adoption of a revolutionary law on state procurement proposed by the
government was equally important.

We have aligned our nation more with European values. In March, 2014, | had the honor of signing the
political segment of the Association Agreement with the European Union, a task which once seemed
to be an unattainable dream. Now the agreement on a free trade zone with the EU has been in force
since January 1, 2016. Ukraine has done everything necessary so that the European Commission could
give a positive recommendation regarding the provision of a visa-free regime. Brussels has
acknowledged that our country now meets the necessary criteria.

I am glad that in terms of these broad-scale developments, the team of the Open Ukraine Foundation
could demonstrate clear and dynamic vision, expanding its projects and interests, and broadening
views and possibilities in general.

I fully support the ambitious goal of the talented representatives of the Open Ukraine Foundation to
consolidate the authority of the Kyiv Security Forum as an important European platform for discussion
and initiative.

The foundation’s work was quite fruitful last year: it continued developing cultural initiatives, expanded its
activities towards cooperation with the military hospital in Irpin, launched an educational program
“Discover yourself”, carried out numerous youth-oriented events - workshops, trainings, exchange visits.
The highlight of the foundation’s work with youth was the creation of the Youth Council of the Foundation.

| thank the foundation team for this work.

We work for Ukraine and our people. Every good step taken, each interesting opinion and useful initiative
given, is a contribution to the development of our country and a way to change the world around us.

Let’s continue opening Ukraine together with all our partners, guests and supporters, whose help is vital
for us, as it is the way we are opening new perspectives for a good and dignified life in our society.

With gratitude and respect,

Arseniy Yatsenyuk \l



Minister for Foreign Affairs
of Germany

noted that “the conflict in
Ukraine is not a result of
Kyiv’s endeavors to
increase cooperation with
Brussels, but the result of
a policy of confrontation
chosen by Russia”.
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« To ensure participation of Ukraine in European discourses on key political, security

and socio-economic issues

 To enhance understanding by the international community of the processes occur-
ring in the Ukrainian society

The 8th Kyiv Security Forum

“No Security without Values” (29th Story of Freedom) - this was the theme
of the 8th Kyiv Security Forum which was held on 29-30 of May, 2015. More
than 600 international and

Ukrainian leaders, representatives of political, business and social circles
from more than 20 countries discussed global security trends and challenges
in contemporary international relations.

The main theme of the forum was dedicated to the contemporary events in
Ukraine and at its borders, their background, and the possible consequences
for the state, region, Europe, and even the world as a whole.

Arseniy YATSENYUK,
Founder of the Open Ukraine
Foundation, the Prime Minister
of Ukraine underscored that
the conflict that is taking place
at the moment on the territory
of Eastern Ukraine has a geopo-
litical dimension. “Is Russia
fighting only against Ukraine?
No, that is a fight against the
free world, against values and
democracy”, - he said.
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INTERNATIC

President of the Estonian Parlia-
ment acknowledged that not all
European politicians dare use the
word ‘war’ for the developments
in Eastern Ukraine. However,
“today Russia is trying to estab-
lish new borders in Europe and

Estonia used to feel pressure from |

that Eastern neighbor as well”.

—
T
-
e
—
-
—
Y90

Prime Minister of Lithuania
(1999-2000, 2008-2012)

is convinced that “the EU has
chosen an inadequate policy of
non-triggering towards Russia.
However, this approach, this
weakness provokes Russian
leadership only to new
aggressive actions”.




President of Lithuania urged
the democratic states to defend
Ukraine’s right for self-
determination and territorial
integrity, and added that “the
international community should
not be lenient towards an
exponential violation of universal
democratic values demonstrated
by the aggressor”.

Deputy Secretary-General of
NATO stressed that “Russia is
doing everything possible to pre-
vent its neighbors from going their
own way. This applies to both
Georgia and Moldova, and Ukraine.
The Kremlin believes that these
countries must belong to the zone
of Russia’s privileged influence”.
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INTERNATIONAL DIALOGL

Minister of Finance of Ukraine
believes that Ukraine is exiting
the crisis that began as a
result of the activity of the
previous government, war,
and the annexation of Crimea.

Brookings Institution Senior
Research Fellow (USA) views the
system of personal power that
has been functioning during
centuries as the main problem of
Russian society. She believes that
Ukraine has become a victim of
this system, “the system, posing
the geopolitical and civilizational
threat”. |
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Kyiv Youth Security Forum

The 3rd Kyiv Youth Security Forum with the theme of “New Generation's Role in
the Maintenance of Peace and Security” was held at the end of March with more
than 70 young leaders, students, and civil activists from Kyiv, Lviv, Odessa,
Dnipropetrovsk and representatives from Belgium, Germany, Slovakia, Georgia and
other countries.

VeIt

Within the framework of the forum, Prime Minister of Ukraine, Arseniy Yatsenyuk,
awarded the winning team from the training “How to Ready for the Challenges and
Threats of the Future, Analyzing Forecasts and Scenarios Today”.

Post-graduate student of the Taras Shevchenko Kyiv National University, llya
Gavrilenko, participant of the Kyiv Youth Security Forum, received the opportunity
to visit NATO HQ in Brussels, Belgium, where meetings with NATO senior officials
took place. Pertinent issues on the activity of the alliance and development of
relations with Ukraine were discussed during the visit.
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Training “Unity for the sake of security.
NATO'’s factor”

In December 2015, training for 60 participants from different regions of Ukraine was
held with the assistance of the Centre for Information and Documentation of NATO
in Ukraine. The highlight of the training was a simulation exercise of NATO’s work.

This training has become a platform for young people from different regions of
Ukraine to discuss the role of international organizations in building a security
architecture in the world using the example of NATO.

This training took place in the form of a role-play game, in which participants
received practical knowledge of existing capacities and constraints in the
transatlantic collective security system.
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INTERNATIONAL DIALOGL

The Open Ukraine Foundation, in cooperation with the Slovak Center of North
Atlantic Affairs, held three training sessions for representatives of governmental and
non-governmental organizations, experts, and students. These trainings on security
reform, the impact of North Atlantic integration, and public diplomacy were held in
Kyiv, Lviv and Odessa. More than 120 participants from all regions of Ukraine took
part in these sessions.

Leading Slovak experts conducted the training for Ukrainian representatives, led by
former State Secretary of the Ministry of Defense of Slovakia, Robert ONDREYCHAK.

Subsequent to the results of the trainings, the six most active participants attended
Slovakia, where meetings with representatives of the Ministry of Defense of Slovakia,
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Slovakia, and NGO's dealing with security issues
were held within the framework of the visit, and they attended the conference “NATO
2020: Preparation for the Warsaw Summit” as well.
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« Helping young people to implement projects aimed at introducing changes in
Ukraine

Mission:

» Assisting socially active youth whose successful work is aimed not only at their own
career, but also on improving the life of society.

Discussion Club
“Open World”

Discussion Club “Open World” is an educational project for socially active
young people.

The foundation holds monthly lectures with prominent experts, political,
and public figures where efficient solutions to social problems in Ukraine
and the world are discussed.

The main challenge for Ukraine
is the issue of ceasefire in the
East of the country and socio-
economic transformation launch.
The meeting within the format of
the “Normandy 4” that took place
on 12 February in Minsk has given
hope that it will be possible to
stop the bloodshed and start a
reformation process. This opinion
was expressed by Oleksandr
CHALYY Ambassador Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary of
Ukraine, during a meeting of the
Discussion Club "Open World"
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Despite social twists and turns, u.
every person remains an indi- G
vidual who always has the right o
of choice and the right to have T

his or her own opinion.
This thesis was underlined by
the famous psychologist and
mental health consultant,

Tina BERADZE during a meeting
of the Discussion Club "Open
World", which took place on
February 5, 2015 in Kyiv.
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It is absolutely urgent to achieve a
ceasefire in eastern Ukraine, and
then by means of joint efforts of
the EU, the Ukrainian government
and civil society, it is necessary to
strengthen the economy and reach
social stability in Ukraine. This

hY » %
opinion was expressed by Deputy
Chairman of the Foreign Affairs
Committee of the Bundestag
(Germany) Franz THONNES during
a meeting of the Discussion Club
“Open World”.
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An off-site meeting of the
Discussion Club “Open World”
was held at the Lviv Polytechnic
National University on 21 April.
An IT expert, Igor MALCHENYUK
was invited to deliver a speech.
During the event he spoke
about the innovative project
“Smart City” and focused at-
tention on a plan of develop-
ment of Lviv through innova-
tive technologie

mart City:
leas for Lviv

r Malch

Ambassador of Lithuania in
Ukraine, Marius YANUKONIS,
talked about Lithuania’s
support of Ukraine, the
interests of business circles
in Ukraine, and how young
people and experts are
helping Ukraine overcome
difficulties.
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YOUNG

“The Minsk agreements can be
M1 implemented only through
pressure from the EU upon
Russia by means of sanctions, as
it is impossible to succeed solely
through diplomatic ways”. This
opinion was expressed by
German politician and Euro-MP,
Rebecca HARMS, during a
meeting of the Discussion Club
“Open World”.

REBECC)
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Stepan GRIGORYAN, Envoy
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary,
Director of the Analytical Center
of Globalization and Regional
Cooperation, talked about
intergovernmental cooperation
between Ukraine and Armenia,
shared his thoughts about Arme-
nia’s membership in the Eurasian
Union and expressed hope that
Ukraine would show impressive
reformation results that will
encourage other post-Soviet states
to develop further.
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LD Michal BONI, Euro-MP, Minister
of Administration and Digitiza-
tion of Poland (2011-2013),
Minister of Labor and Social
Policy of Poland (1991), defined
the concept of the “European BH
Neighborhood Policy” and
focused the attention on new
approaches that the EU should
develop with regard to deepen-
ing cooperation with Ukraine.
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During the meeting “Ukraine
and Germany: Partnership

for the sake of reforms”
Authorized Representative on |
Ukraine of Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Germany, Johannes
REHENBREHT, shared the
views of Germany on reforms
in Ukraine and stressed that
the “Ukrainian issue” has not
disappeared from the agenda
of the European Union.
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YOUNG LEAL

In 2015, the Youth Council Foundation YOUTHINK was established,
which included: Vera Konstantinova, Olena Fedorchenko, Anton
Tikhomirov, and llya Gavrilenko. During its work, the YOUTHINK
representatives joined the organization and conducted youth-oriented
trainings and events.

NVt

llya Gavrilenko, a representative of the Foundation Youth Council,
received an opportunity to take part in a visit to NATO Headquarters
(Brussels). There llya, as a representative of the Foundation, met with
senior NATO officials, attended some briefings and participated in a
discussion on pressing issues of the Alliance and the development of
relations between Ukraine and NATO.

www.ope~ raine.org




ANNUAL 2“‘]5
REPORT

U Biakpuit Yxpainy _
Dr _ Apcenis SieHioka | wwwopenukraine.ord

-

: Foundation in partnership

| with the British Council held two two-day

_ P trainings called “Active citizens”, in which more

| KPHH B than 50 young people learned to elaborate on

j o & their own initiatives, ideas and projects, to seek
Doua Al ; ! )

' like-minded persons, and to write grant
applications. The trainings took place in Kiev and
Odessa. Subsequent to the trainings, the
participants developed their own projects.
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Art CIUb “FaCES” iS a platform fOl" COmmuniCa- Mucremknit Kiy6

tion and exchange of experience among

Ukrainian and foreign  writers, musicians, O Bﬂ VIL—IL-';I
designers, film-makers, photographers and the

other cultural representatives.

This project is called upon to promote contemporary art among youth,
providing opportunities for communication with both the established and
newer faces in the cultural sphere.

Within the framework of Art Club monthly art meetings, master classes,
musical evenings, exhibitions, and literature readings are held.

famous Ukrainian
film director, one of the few
Ukrainians whose works are duly
appreciated not only in Ukraine
but also abroad, believes that
Ukraine acquired a unique history
during the preceding year that
should not be neglected.
He expressed this opinion during
a meeting held within the frame-
works of the “Faces” Art Club
that was held in Kiev on 19 January
in FEDORIV Hub
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ICULTURAL HORIZONS

On 2 April, famous
Ukrainian designer and
stylist,

spoke about
the formation of her
individuality, establishing
her own brand, becoming
a fashion designer, and
shared secrets of her
business, in which she has
been engaged for more
than 20 years.

U

Georgian writer and
author of the bestseller
“Jeans Generation. Escape
from the USSR”,

DAk sl Y K pukiny

IAkpech ¥ i) Do, ApCein Hirepmu

A Apcoenin Saei Shared e,

his memories about the
outset of his literary
activity and talked about
% the way he managed
to attract young people to
reading.
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movement and working
- e A together in a right way, and
W 4 I to keep on going towards
victory together. It is
important to maintain and
develop the culture, because
if there is no culture, there
is no country either, one can
say”, said

Ukrainian

musician, social activist and
leader of the band Mandry.

. 11 11
“We live in a time when it is
necessary to save energy
o - instead of making extra

the artistic directors of the
ballet “Sukhishvili”,
mentioned the way they
were going to amuse the
Ukrainian audience during
concerts on 6, 7 and 8 of
March in Kyiv. They shared
their artistic secrets during
a meeting of the “Faces” Art
“lub.
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ICULTURAL HORIZONS

On 23 September,

storyteller, actor,
and writer, made the day
for visitors of the “Faces”
Art Club by telling real
Ukrainian fairy tales and
speaking about their
importance in the nation’s
up-bringing.

The famous Ukrainian
writer and culture expert,

shared
his thoughts on how to
enjoy life and literary
activity, and how not to
lose one’s “self” in the
process of literature-
making.



Ukrainian artists,

spoke about
contemporary Ukrainian art
as a tool for representing
Ukraine abroad and presented
Ukrainian projects that, in
their opinion, became
successful in the world during
a meeting on “Contemporary
Ukrainian art as a tool of
cultural diplomacy”.

| 1/

H

& On 14 December 2015, for the first
time in Kyiv, during a meeting of
the “Faces” Art Club, a presenta-
tion of “A Stylish Book For a
Young Lady" by

, the Ukrainian designer,
took place. The book talks about
L how to dress appropriately for

parties, weddings, and school,

how to wear elements of national
dress, and how to properly use
accessories. During the meeting
Oksana also talked about the
history of fashion and shared
some funny episodes from her

own childhood.

F
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ICULTURAL HORIZONS
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» Self-development and maintenance of personal education
« Self-improvement and internal development of the society

“Open Yourself”
Program

The “Open Yourself” Program is aimed at self-development and
maintenance of personal education. The purpose of the program is
spreading new knowledge and ideas to facilitate the self-improvement and
development of civil society in Ukraine.

Open lectures, meetings, and trainings with experts from various fields
help people to explore, understand, and open themselves are held within
the framework of this program.
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JPEN YOURS

“Etiquette means the rules of the
game that is called life. Each of us | y

has always played these games and J OPEIlUkralne
knows perfectly that the winner is e _
the one who is better acquainted ‘Openukraine.org
with the rules. Those of us who

; f’_r 'w!‘ 4 ) - -1‘1- 1

kl"!OW the rules of conduct I?etter [kl“alne ( DLl YKpaiHy U ()penl-' Sinesl .
will attain success more quickly, i Wy, ' :
K3 .

will be more successful in personal 'j _ ) ; _
life and will have much fewer iaKps U OpenUkraine u
| - :_._;.-_.

problems”, said Natalia Adamenko,
the “Etiquette School” President, " .”y U Openl
I‘l“, Ukraine [

'kraine

expert on etiquette and diplomatic

protocol, professional business T

coach within the framework of ] Biaxpus

the “Open Yourself” project. | ARAMEWKO
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Victoria Kravchenko and
Victor Komarenko
Cand.Sc. (Biology)
explained the differences
in brain structure between
men and women, and how
the brain works during B
their lecture “Gender [ll
psychophysiology - He and
She”.
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The Open Ukraine Foundation,
in partnership with the
Embassy of Israel in Ukraine,
carried out training for Ukrai-
nian specialists on the topic,
“Psychological assistance to
people who suffer from
military actions”.

Over 5 days the Israeli experts
shared their experience with
their Ukrainian colleagues and
demonstrated approaches that #
can be used to help people
doing military service.

During the lecture organized
within the scope of the “Open
Yourself” program Candidate
of Psychological Sciences,
lecturer of the Taras Shevchenko
Kyiv National University,
Oleksandr BILOUS, explained
what genetics is and why
psychogenetics is so important
for self-understanding and for
the raising of children.
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In 2015, the Open Ukraine Foundation contributed to the support of
Ukrainian military servicemen and residents of the frontline areas, and
presented its activities in various regions of Ukraine.

In this way the Head of the Supervisory Council of the Foundation,
Tereziya YATSENYUK, presented the Foundation to the students and
academic teaching staff of the Lviv Polytechnic National University.

During the meeting, Tereziya YATSENYUK talked about the activities of
the Foundation and stressed the need for cooperation between
universities. Following the results of the meeting, chosen students and
university representatives received an opportunity to participate in the
Kyiv Security Forum and to join the Foundation’s programs aimed at
developing young leaders.

“We are working with the

young generation of artists,

scientists, and civic leaders

who are willing to imple-

ment social transformations
' in different regions.

4 strong potential, and we will
! try to strengthen it,” - said
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\0THER CHARITY

for IDPs that are now staying in “Teteriv” health camp in
Zhytomyr oblast was organized this year by the Open Ukraine Foundation. Nearly 40 children of
all ages skillfully painted Easter eggs, studied relevant painting techniques, and received many
new feelings. Most children said that this activity was great fun for them, although most of them
could not have imagined how meticulous this work was.

=

For military personnel who are rehabilitating in Irpin Military Hospital, the Open Ukraine
Foundation organized a meeting with famous Ukrainian storyteller, actor and TV presenter,

The Open Ukraine Foundation is making great efforts aimed at helping the military service-
men not only with medicine and equipment, but creating warm and relaxed atmospheres in
hospitals as well.




In cooperation with the Irpin Military Hospital, the Foundation supported the completion of
an within the scope of which the lessons of drawing and R
graphic art were carried out over several months. For those who were not interested in
drawing, the volunteers offered books or games of chess and checkers.
The project for military servicemen concluded with an art exhibition.

K6

In order to keep the world aware of developments in Ukraine, the Open Ukraine Foundation initiated
an exhibition of icons designed on armament boxes brought from the ATO zone at the 25th Economic
Forum in Poland. More than a thousand of the Forum participants could acquaint themselves with
the works of the Ukrainian artists, . “As you understand,
the war in the Donbas is probably one of the most important events in Ukrainian history. So, it is
not surprising, that modern Ukrainian artists cannot omit it; it is present in various dimensions in
many works of Ukrainian contemporary artists. Actually, our art project is one of the first attempts
directed towards understanding this war not as a socio-political phenomenon, but rather as a
historical and cultural phenomenon,” - said at the exhibition opening.
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The Foundation supported the initiative of , by
buying books in Ukrainian for the people of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions, and giving CDs
with Ukrainian songs to the residents of frontline areas. “The soldiers are not asking for food
and clothing because the army is providing them with these. They are asking for books,
guitars, songs, and concerts to be brought” - said the actress.

HALIOHANBHWA NANAL MACTELTB
“YKPAIHA”

district of Kyiv had the opportunity to attend the show “The main Christmas Tree of Ukraine”,
held in the capital’s Palace of Arts “Ukraine”. Children could feel a part of the atmosphere of
seeing various fantastic characters and Hollywood-style visual effects, exciting adventures, unique
music, dancing and acrobatics, and magicians workshops - Ukrainian masters who taught them
how to make toys, greeting cards, and various gifts. With the assistance of the Open Ukraine
Foundation not only children, but whole families were able to attend the concert.
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Supervisory Council

-
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Tereziya Yatsenyuk  Andriy Kurkov Mykola Riabchuk

Head of Supervisory Ukrainian Writer Researcher, Ukrainian
Council of the Founda- Center for Cultural
tion Studies

Board of Management

<SG

Roman Shpek Svitlana Natalya Hrebenyk Danylo Lubkivskiy
Chairman of the Board of Voytsehovska Associate Professor, Counselor of the
Management of the Member of Parliament ~ Department of Banking,  Prime-Minister of
Foundation; Senior Advi-  of Ukraine the University of Banking  Ukraine

sor, Alfa Bank (Ukraine) of the National Bank of

Ukraine
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Taras Mykhalniuk Iryna Deshchytsia

Director Deputy Director,
Manager of Cultural
Horizons Program

Ramina Shut Alina Maslo

PR Manager Manager of International Secretary
Dialogue Program
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JUR PARTNERS

We are grateful for the support
in 2015 to:

Victor Pinchuk Foundation

@ O H L4 The Victor Pinchuk Foundation is an international, private, non-partisan,
B1KTOPA philanthropic foundation based in Ukraine. This foundation currently operates
AR A R R more than 20 projects in various areas, including healthcare, education, art,

development of civil society, philanthropy, and global integration.

Black Sea Trust for Regional Cooperation of the German Marshall Fund of
the United States

S|T [T:“If\';‘_‘fkn?fig:fr“_m Established in 2007, the Black Sea Trust for Regional Cooperation of the German Mar-
x prosecr or e cenman mansuae rono SNl FUnd of the United States cooperates with various donors to provide grants to
organizations of the Black Sea region that promote regional cooperation, civil society,

and fundamentals of democracy.

The Regional Representative Office of the Friedrich Ebert Foundation for Ukraine

and Belarus
FRIEDRICH The Friedrich Ebert Foundation is the oldest G litical foundation. This found
ERERT= e Friedrich Ebert Foundation is the oldest German political foundation. This founda-
STIFTUNG tion is a non-profit institution sharing the values of social democracy and justice. It is

also actively involved in promoting of policies of freedom, solidarity, and social justice
throughout the world.

Chatham House: The Royal Institute of International Affairs

The Democracy Fund is aimed at supporting projects to foster the development
S CHATHAM HOUSE of democracy and building civil society in Ukraine. The Democracy Fund is a fo-
M cused but flexible mechanism that is targeted to provide financial support to
unique and promising projects, especially those that promote the capacity and
sustainability of NGOs in Ukraine.

The NATO Information and Documentation Centre

The NATO Information and Documentation Center (NIDC) was established in Kyiv in
1997 to improve knowledge and understanding between NATO and Ukraine. The
Center provides information, research assistance, and project support to Ukrainian
citizens and organizations on NATO-related topics.
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